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Mycotoxins — A Global Problem

@ Aflatoxin B1

"The contamination of feed and food stuffs with
mycotoxins is a global problem. It is estimated by
the UN-Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)

that up to 25 % of seeds worldwide are contaminated
with mycotoxins. There are large geographical
differences in the occurrence of mycotoxins depen-
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General Information

about Mycotoxins

Mycotoxins are poisonous compounds
which are formed by various mold fungi
belonging to the species of aspergillus,
penicillium and fusarium. These globally
found fungi grow on grain and crops under
favorable temperature and moisture con-
ditions. This can occur either on the field
or after harvesting, i.e. during storage.
Numerous other environmental factors

are important in regard to the formation of

mycotoxinsj{i\lo matter which precautions,
you might take it is not always pessible to
prevent the conta of grain and

crops with myco
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ding on climate conditions, location and planting
techniques.”

Effects of Mycotoxins

in Animal Feed

The consequences of feeding animals a
diet containing mycotoxins depend on the
type and the concentration of the toxin,
the kind of animal which it was fed to, the
animal’s general condition as well as
various other environmental factors.
Principally, we differentiate between
chronic disorders and acute symptoms.
As little as a few micrograms of myco-
toxins in the feed (one microgram / kg =

1 pg / kg = 1 ppb) can cause the following
chronic disorders:
W Reduced feed consumpti
W Decreased feed ¢
B Minor performanc
(i.e. daily weight g

B Vomiting /diarthea
W Internal bieed"lﬂgq
B Internal and exte
and mucous







