
No Reason to Be Afraid of

Mycotoxins in the Feed
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Mycotoxins - A Global Problem
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General Information
about Mycotoxins
Mycotoxins are poisonous compounds
which are formed by various mold fungi
belonging to the species of aspergillus,
penicillium and fusarium. These globally
found fungi grow on grain and crops under
favorable temperature and moisture con-
ditions, This can occur either on the field
or after harvesting, Le',during storage,
Numerous other environmental factors
are important in regard to the formation of
mycotoxins. No matter which pr,ecautions
you might
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"The eontamination olleed and lood stulls with

myeoloxins is a global problem. 11is estimated by

Ihe UN-Foodand Agrieullure Organization (FAO)

Ihal up 1025 % 01seeds worldwide are eonlaminaled

wilh myeoloxins. There are large geographieal

differenees in Ihe oeeurrenee 01myeoloxins depen-

ding on elimale eondilions, IDeationand planting

leehniques. ..

Effects of Mycotoxins
in Animal Feed
The consequences of feeding animalsa
diet containing mycotoxins depend on the
type and the concentration of the toxin,
the kind of animalwhich it was fed to, the
animal'sgeneral condition as weil as
various other environmentalfactors.
Principally,we differentiatebetween
chronic disorders and acute symptoms,
As little as a few micrograms of myco-
toxins in the feed (one microgram / kg =
1 IJg/ kg = 1 ppb) can cause the following
chronic disorders:. Reduced feed CQ

. Decreased feed C.

. Minor performanC'~parclt;n~ers
(Le.daily JJeightgjin, laY1fG9 per'-

formance, "ilkingierform~nce)
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1De fa~er often doesn'\t r~llze these
.dama9~s or he can't unmistakably1dentifY
Ptl1eir.reasc)ns. N'evertheless, tt)ey in'deed

~""'~&:~~%~~t:1bstan\f~et~f'1[Qsse~,
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. Vomitingt'ciia(rhea .,~ ~. Intern9Jt?~;fuJA~~~: -,- ~ ."~

. Interna!'andexfe ., . S Q!:r'SJ<ih' ,".

and mucous m .'. .;,"~;,;,~,"~"""4c.'
. Reproductivediso(.enf':;.:~ ~~ ',r:,.. :"', ,0-, . '.

can easily be traced t9tny.~mf~~~~' ~I<, ~ '\'Ii , ",~
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